PSII ACUS RAXIMIUS 


THE NONPAREIL PARROT. 


GDIDA 


CHARACTER GENERICUS. 
Roftrum aduncum : mandibula fuperiore mobili; cera 
inftructa. 
Nares in roftri bafi. 
Lingua carnofa, obtufa, integra. 


Pedes {canforii. 
Lin. Syfl. Nat. p. 139. 


CHARACTER SPECIFICUS, &c. 

Pfittacus macrourus varius, capite gula pectore criffoque 
coccineis, dorfo nigro flavo-viridi undulato, alis cau- 
daque coeruleis. 

Rofirum pallidum. Pedes nigricantes.  Recfrices due 
intermedia virides. 
Psirracus Eximius.——Vivarium Nature. Tab. 93. 
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GENERIC CHARACTER. 


Bil hooked. Upper mandible moveable. 

Noftrils roundifh, placed in the bafe of the bill. 

Tongue flefhy, broad, blunt at the end. 

Legs fhort. Toes formed for climbing, vig. two for- 
ward and two back ward. 


SPECIFIC CHARACTER, AC. 


Long-tailed variegated Parrot, with head, throat, breaít 
and vent crimfon; back black undulated with yellow- 
green, blue wings and ta. — | | 

The two middle tail-featbers are green. - 
NONPAREIL PARROT.— Naturalijf?’s Mifcellany. Pl. 93. 


THE vaft Ifland or rather Continent of Auftralia, 
Auftralafia, or New Holland, which has fo lately at- 
tracted the particular attention of European navigators 
and naturalıfts, feems to abound in fcenes of peculiar 
wildnefs and fterility; while the wretched natives of 
many of thofe dreary diftricts feem lefs elevated above 
the inferior animals than in any other part of the known 
world; Caffraria itfelf not excepted; as well as lefs en- 
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dued with the power of promoting a comfortable exift- 
ence by an approach towards ufeful arts and induftry. 

It 1s in thefe favage regions however that Nature feems 
to have poured forth many of her moft highly orna- 
mented products with unufual liberality : where, 1n par- 
ticular, fhe appears to have ftationed birds, fuperior per- 
haps in elegance to thofe of moft other climes; and 
which difplay their richly-varied plumage in fcenes un- 
known to mankind in a civilifed ftate, and where their 
beauties can only be contemplated by the eyes of bar- 
barians. 

Amidft the number of thefe admired animals, the 
fpecies reprefented on the annexed plate may juftly claim 
a diftinguifhed place. It may indeed be doubted whether 
any bird can exhibit a plumage more elegant, or colours 
of a nobler hue. Thefe are fo accurately exprefled on 
the plate, as well as mentioned in the fpecific character, 
that it becomes unneceflary to particularife them here. 
It therefore remains only to add, that the fize of this 
fpecies is equal to that of the Pennantian, or Splendid 
Parrot, to which it is alfo nearly allied in fhape and ge- 
neral difpofition of colours. 


